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Make sense of events in the world 
around you, finding and reporting 
your own stories

Examine the basic 
human desire for 
new information

English students at LSG explore current 
media coverage in pursuit of ‘the truth’
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This is a course about 
how we make sense 
of events in the world 
around us. We’ll ex-
amine the human de-
sire for new informa-
tion, find and report 
our own news stories, 
explore the question 
of bias and objectiv-
ity, and test the ways 
in which language 
itself can become a 
medium of deception 
and social control. 

We’ll use the issues 
of poverty and nu-
trition, respectively, 
as lenses through 
which to investigate 
contemporary media 
coverage across the 
ideological spectrum. 
Our core texts will 
anchor our inqui-
ry and model par-
ticular journalistic 
approaches. Middle 
school students will 
survey, in addition, a 
broad array of canon-
ical texts addressing 
these two issues; high 
school students will 
read more deeply on 

a currently-relevant 
issue of their choice, 
presenting their find-
ings at the semester’s 
end. 

This seminar requires 
you to regularly con-
sume the news in 
print, digital, and 
broadcast formats. 
You’ll also be pro-
ducing content: you 
will maintain a blog, 
write a short local 
news article, pro-
duce a feature story 
in the medium of 
your choice, review at 
least two books, and 
(of course!) write a 
couple of analytical 
essays. Ultimately, 
you’ll leave the class 
better-equipped to 
inform yourself and 
others about issues of 
importance.

What Else We’ll Be 
Doing

Feedly 
This course requires 
you to consume and 
critically analyze a 
variety of news me-
dia, using your blog 
as a place to publish 

a record of that en-
gagement. Feedly 
offers you hundreds 
of publications, blogs 
and video broadcast 
sources in a single 
place. We’ll set up ac-
counts in class. 

Independent 
Reading 
Students are required 
to submit one 500-
1,000-word book re-
view per quarter on 
any book on an LSG 
bookshelf. These will 
be graded and count-
ed as “summative 
minor” assignments. 
The goals are: 1) to 

have students share 
their reading experi-
ences publicly, and 2) 
to develop a digital-
ly-published database 
of student reviews of 
all LSG’s books. The 
database will grow 
as we acquire new 
books.

Vocabulary
We’re using Mem-
bean again this year, 
for those of you fa-
miliar with the pro-
gram from earlier 
years at LSG. Your 
Membean scores 
will count as forma-
tive grades, but your 

clarity, precision, 
and sophistication of 
diction will always 
be factored into your 
summative scores.

Grammar
Expect weekly gram-
mar tutorials and 
editorial exercises 
emphasizing the ide-
als of news writing: 
clarity, directness, 
precision, simplici-
ty, accuracy, and an 
awareness of audi-
ence. We’ll build on 
the Image Grammar 
work done last year, 
incorporating con-
cepts from the PSAT.

Learning goals for the course
By the end of this 
course, you should be 
able to:
• consume media crit-

ically and actively
• fact-check and re-

search topics of in-
terest, locating au-
thoritative sources

• understand the pur-

poses, values and 
history of the Amer-
ican news media

• evaluate an argu-
ment’s validity, and 
identify the char-
acteristics of faulty 
logic

• identify the features 
of the shifting media 

landscape
• write clearly and ef-

fectively for a vari-
ety of audiences

• reflect metacogni-
tively on the sources 
of your own values 
and opinions

Kovach and Rosen-
stiel, The Elements of 
Journalism
Ehrenreich, Nickel 
and Dimed: On (Not) 
Getting by in America 
Pollan, The Omni-
vore’s Dilemma
Orwell, 1984 (High 
School section only)
Moore, Roger and Me 
(documentary)
Two independent 
reading books 
Supplemental texts 
across media

Core text: Elements 
of Journalism
Essential questions: 
What is news? What 
issues and events 
does our definition 
prioritize or ignore 
in coverage? What 
standards do we ex-
pect from our news 
sources? How might 
a journalist’s identi-
ty constrain the way 
she covers an issue? 
What is the purpose 
of journalism? 
Final product: 
a short, locally-rele-
vant  news article 

First quarter:
* News article
* Feature story (any 
medium)
* Blog
* Midterm

Second quarter:
* Essay
* “Newspeak Com-
mittee Meeting”
* Blog
* Final exam 

Some Essential Questions
How do writers get readers to care about 
what should matter? * Why do we hold 
onto beliefs despite overwhelming evi-
dence disproving them? * In what ways 
are information, belief, and action con-
nected? * How might people in power 
manipulate language to control thought? 
* Are Aristotle’s rhetorical modes of per-
suasion still relevant? * What informs 
the human desire for new information?


